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Exh.  No. 


The  Shanghai  Evoning  Post  and  Mercury 


REPUBLIC  CF  CHINA . ) 

PROVENCE  OF  EIAHOSU . ) 

CITY  OF  SHANGHAI . )ss. 

CONSULATE  GENERAL  OF  THE  ) 
UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  ) 


STATEMENT 

My  acquaintance  wi th  ?/am  oru  Shi gom  itsu  bogain  in  Peking 
during  my  residenco  thoro  from  1924  to  1927;  I  would  guess 
that  we  mot  around  1926.  Ho  was  at.  that  time  First  Soerotary 
of  Legation  and  occasionally  ho  conductod  pross  conferences, 
but  ho  was  not  particularly  intimnto  with  the  foreign  cor¬ 
respondents  because  others  at  tho  Legation  spoke  English  in 
a  moro  facile  way.  My  attontion  was  drawn  to  him  when  somo- 
ono  at  tho  Soviet  Embassy  montionod  him  as  considered  by  the 
Russians  to  bo  a  coming  man.  Thoroaftor  I  paid  moro  atten¬ 
tion  to  him,  found  mysolf  attracted  by  his  broadly  civilised 
attitudo,  and  we  bocamo  norsnnal  frionds.  Subsequently  I 
know  him  in  Shanghai  as  Japan's  ministor  to  China,  called 
on  him  in  hospital  aftor  his  injury  by  a  Korean  bomb,  and 
saw  him  in  Tokyo  whoro  ho  ontortainod  mo  and  tho  Into  Ray 
G.  Marshall  of  tho  Unitod  Pross  immediately  boforo  going 
to  Moscow  as  Japan's  ambassador  to  tho  USSR. 

I  havo  nevor  hoard  Mr.  Shigomitsu  onunciato  a  sentiment  on 
international  affairs  contrary  to  d  omooratic  principles  cr 
derogatory  to  tho  sovereignty  and  dignity  of  China.  My 
rooclloction  is  that  while  ho  spoko  always  as  a  patriotic 
Japanoso,  he  oxprossod  tho  view  that  Japan  could  advanco 
in  tho  world  on  her  own  morits  without  recourso  to  foroo. 

Ho  was  always  in  Ms  actions  and  words  seoking  the  oath 
of  conoillation  in  ovorv  emergency.  Ho  never  oxprossod 
tho  slightest  be  Hi  go  roneo  •  Hotrod  was  not  in  him,  as 
was  vividly  brought  out  when  I  talked  to  him  swathed  in 
bandages  at  tho  Shanghai  hospital}  ho  oxprossod  concern 
only  with  tho  point  as  to  who  the r  ho  would  bo  able  to 
perform  furthor  publio  service.  Lator,  when  I  saw  him  in 
Tokyo  and  we  discussed  Russia,  Mr.  Shigomitsu  manifostod 
a  sympathetic  attitudo  toward  Russia's  placo  in  tho  world 
just  as  ho  had  always  done  with  regard  to  my  own  country. 
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tho  United  States,  and  toward  China.  In  my  many  talks 
with  him  ho  repeatedly  oxpr'ssod  his  view  that  every  country 
should  bo  givon  froodom  t"  seek  its  own  levol  in  fair  com¬ 
petition  not  involving  military  moasuros.  Ho  ndvocatod 
particularly  that  China  should  bo  troated  as  an  equal  with 
full  sovereignty,  and  should  not  bo  forced  by  Japan, 


/S/  Randall  Gould  , 
Ed i tor 

AMERICA’-  CONSULATE  GENERAL 
SHANGHAI,  CHINA 


SUBSCRIBED  AND  Sv’ORN  Tf  BEFORE  ME  THIS 
1 7TR  DAY  OF  SEPT.,  1917 


/s/  Arthur  II ,  Rosen 

FEs,  NO.  15969  Vioo  Crnrul  of  tho  Unitod  States 
NO  FEE  PRESCRIBED  0p  America  at  Shanghai,  Chinn. 

Tho  Consulate  Goneral 
assumes  no  responsibility  " 
for  tho  contents  of  this 
d  ooumont • 
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